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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

This press release is available on the company website at www.prysmiangroup.com  and in the mechanism for the central 
storage of regulated information provided by Spafid Connect S.p.A. at www.emarketstorage.com.   
 

 
PRYSMIAN TO DEVELOP IFA2, THE NEW FRANCE-UK ELECTRICITY INTERCONNECTOR  

 
THE PROJECT WORTH AROUND €350M HAS BEEN AWARDED TO PRYSMIAN  

BY A JOINT VENTURE BETWEEN FRENCH RTE AND UK NATIONAL GRID IFA2 LTD  
 

240 KM OF HVDC 320 KV SUBMARINE CABLE SYSTEM WILL ALLOW  

UP TO 1000 MW TO BE TRANSMITTED BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES  

 

 
 

Milan, 7 April 2017 - Prysmian Group, world leader in the energy and telecom cable systems industry, has 
secured a contract worth around €350 million with IFA2 SAS, a joint venture between National Grid IFA2 Ltd – 
part of National Grid UK – and RTE of France. The contract is for the turn-key design, manufacture and 
installation of a submarine and land power cable link to connect Tourbe in France to Chilling in Hampshire, UK.  
 
“This is a prestigious project for Prysmian, and we are delighted to have been selected by two of our most 

important customers, National Grid and RTE, highlighting our worldwide market and technological leadership in 
submarine cable transmission systems”, said Massimo Battaini, SVP Energy Projects. 

 
The High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) interconnection will operate at ± 320 kV DC and will allow up to 1000 
MW of power to be transferred between the countries. The HVDC cable system comprises approximately 25 km 
route length in France, running from Tourbe converter station in Northern France to the landing point close to 
Caen. The subsea route is just over 200 km and will land at the south coast of the UK at Solent Airport near 

Fareham where the UK converter station is to be located. In addition to the HVDC cable link, the contract 

includes a High Voltage Alternating Current (HVAC) link that will connect the converter station to a local 
substation in Chilling, UK. This includes 2 km land sections at each end with a 5 km subsea section between 
them.  

 
The subsea cables will be manufactured in the Prysmian production facility in Pikkala, Finland, whilst the land 
cables will be manufactured at the Prysmian factory in Gron, France. The installation of the land sections will 

also involve resources and facilities from Prysmian France and Prysmian UK, whose headquarters are situated in 
the local area. The Prysmian cable laying vessels Cable Enterprise and Ulisse will be utilized in the installation of 
the cables.  
 
The system commissioning is scheduled for 2020. 
 
 

 

Prysmian Group 
Prysmian Group is world leader in the energy and telecom cables and systems industry. With nearly 140 years of experience, 
sales of over €7.5 billion in 2016, 21,000 employees across 50 countries and 82 plants, the Group is strongly positioned in 
high-tech markets and offers the widest possible range of products, services, technologies and know-how. It operates in the 
businesses of underground and submarine cables and systems for power transmission and distribution, of special cables for 
applications in many different industries and of medium and low voltage cables for the construction and infrastructure 
sectors. For the telecommunications industry, the Group manufactures cables and accessories for voice, video and data 
transmission, offering a comprehensive range of optical fibres, optical and copper cables and connectivity systems. Prysmian 
is a public company, listed on the Italian Stock Exchange in the FTSE MIB index. 
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