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Leonardo is among the top ten global players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organised into 
seven business divisions (Helicopters; Aircraft; Aero-structures; Airborne & Space Systems; Land & Naval Defence Electronics; 
Defence Systems; Security & Information Systems), Leonardo operates in the most competitive international markets by leveraging its 
areas of technology and product leadership. Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2017 Leonardo recorded consolidated 
restated revenues of 11.7 billion Euros and has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the UK, the U.S. and Poland. 

 

  
 

 

Leonardo awarded contract for 22 of the new AW169M helicopter variant 

by Italy's Guardia di Finanza 

 

 Contract for 22 AW169Ms in dedicated configuration with support and training 

package valued at 280 million euro with deliveries between summer 2019 and 2024.  

 

 Complements a fleet of 14 AW139s to perform patrol and reconnaissance, law 

enforcement, rescue and homeland security missions  

 

 The Guardia di Finanza contract for AW169Ms follows the success of the AW169  and 

strengthens its position in Italy as the most innovative rescue helicopter   

 

Rome, 12 November 2018 – Leonardo announced today the signing of a contract with Italy’s 

Guardia di Finanza for 22 new generation AW169M twin engine helicopters. The contract, 

valued at 280 million euro, includes a comprehensive support and training package which could 

be further extended with optional services valued at an additional 100 million euro. Deliveries 

are expected to start in summer 2019 and to be completed by 2024.  

 

The aircraft will be used to perform a range of roles including patrol and reconnaissance, law 

enforcement, rescue and homeland security, complementing a fleet of 14 AW139 intermediate 

twins, six of which are already in service and the following eight due to be delivered in 2019.  

 

“This contract will allow us to deliver the Guardia di Finanza a new generation helicopter  with 

the best technologies available, to perform missions which are getting more and more complex 

and challenging. Our ability to provide state-of-the-art  products to meet the requirements of 

Italian government agencies and armed forces, for the security of our nation, is the result of 

Leonardo’s leading edge technology and innovation”, said Alessandro Profumo, Leonardo CEO.  

 

The AW169Ms of Guardia di Finanza will receive a military qualification by the Italian 

Directorate of Air Armaments (ARMAEREO) and will feature a dedicated configuration including 

rescue hoist, emergency floatation system and life rafts, wire cutters, TCAS II (Traffic Collision 

Avoidance System), NVG (Night Vision Goggle) compatible cockpit, HTAWS (Helicopter Terrain 

Awareness Warning System), advanced communication system, OPLS (Obstacle Proximity 

Lidar System), advanced HUMS (Health Usage Monitoring System), AFCS (Automatic Flight 

Control System) with SAR modes, searchlight, ice detector, fast roping and satcom. The aircraft 

will be also fitted with a range of Leonardo systems such as RW ATOS (Airborne Tactical 

Observation and Surveillance) system with advanced operator console, Gabbiano radar, 

LEOSS (Long Range Electro-Optical Surveillance System), M428 IFF transponder, V/UHF radio 

systems cockpit panels and lighting and provisions for SPHYDER (Smart Processing 

Hyperspectral Detection and Reconnaissance System).  

 



 

 

 

 
 

The contract for the AW169M by Guardia di Finanza follows the success of the AW169 type in 

Italy for emergency medical services with various operators across the nation. It also follows the 

success of the AW169 for law enforcement in Europe and the Americas.  

 

Note to editors on the AW169M   

The AW169M is the military variant of the new generation AW169 4.8t twin-engine helicopter, 

designed to the latest FAR/JAR/EASA requirements as well as those of military, homeland 

security and government users. The platform features outstanding power, agility and 

manoeuvrability, which provides excellent handling characteristics in a wide range of operating 

conditions including ‘hot and high’. The unique transmission design provides power to hydraulic, 

electrical and air conditioning systems with the rotors stopped (APU mode) optimising  response 

time and availability. The cabin is the most spacious in its class and features a constant height 

cross section for rapid reconfiguration and ease of access. Pilots benefit from a latest-

generation, open-architecture avionics suite, including a fully digital glass cockpit and 

unprecedented external visibility, providing superior tactical and situational awareness.  
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