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Leonardo signs contract to upgrade lItalian
Armed Force’s identification systems to
new NATO standard

Testo del comunicato

Vedi allegato.




\
>
4

Ph. +39 0632473313 (Press Office)
Ph. +39 0632473512 (Investor Relations)

—— t EDNHRDU leonardopressoffice@leonardocompany.com
\\ ir@leonardocompany.com

Win O e

leonardocompany.com

Leonardo signs contract to upgrade Italian Armed Force’s identification
systems to new NATO standard

e Leonardo will supply and integrate ‘New Generation Identification Friend or Foe’
(NGIFF) systems onto the Italian Armed Forces’ land and naval platforms, upgrading
themto the new Mode 5 Baseline 3 standard. In future, the project will expand to cover
aircraft and helicopter

e The new capabilityis vital to military operations and allows for full interoperability
with other NATO countries during joint operations

Rome, 5 March 2020 - Leonardo has signed a contract with the Italian Defence authorities to
supply and install ‘New Generation Identification Friend or Foe’ (NGIFF) identification equipment,
updated to the latest NATO Mode 5 Baseline 3 standard, for the Iltalian Armed Forces’ land and
naval platforms.

The contract is worth approximately €75 million and will last for six years. Leonardo will supply
several hundred NGIFF interrogators and cryptographic units in order to upgrade dozens of land
and naval platforms across 15 different classes and types.

The NGIFF systems will allow the Italian Armed Forces to maintain full interoperability with other
NATO forces in joint operations as the alliance mandates the use of ‘Mode 5’-capable systems in
its Minimum Military Requirements (MMR) for Air-to-Air and Surface-to-Air Identification. The
Mode 5 standard confers a number of benefits in terms of identification and security.

Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) technology is essential to military operations as it allows allied
forces to be distinguished from potential threats. Under this contract, the equipment for Iltaly’s
land and naval platforms will provided entirely by Italian industry. Notably, Leonardo’s Mode 5
NGIFF equipment uses the company’s own cryptographic unit, which is the only alternative to a
U.S. cryptographic system available on the market.

Future contractual developments are planned which will see Leonardo equip further Iltalian aircraft
and helicopters with the same capability, bringing them in-line with NATO standards.

Leonardo is a worldwide leader in Mode 5-capable NGIFF technology. Previously, the company
has been chosen by the UK Ministry of Defence to upgrade the IFF systems of over 400 air, land
and naval platforms in collaboration with a partner company.

Leonardo, a global high-technology company, isamong the top ten world playersin Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’smain
industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom,
Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries such as Leonardo DRS (de fense electronics), and joint ventures and
partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, ThalesAlenia Space and Avio. Leonardo competesin the most importantinternational marketsby
leveragingitsareasof technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and Space).
Listed on the Milan StockExchange (LDO), in 2018 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenuesof€12.2billion and invested €1.4 hillion in
Research and Development. The Group has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) since 2010 and became Industy
leader of Aerospace & Defence sectorof DJSIin 2019.
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