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FINDINGS OF THE INDEPENDENT ENQUIRY COMMISSION ON VEGA-C 
ZEFIRO 40 MOTOR TEST 

 
VEGA NEXT LAUNCH TARGETED ON OCTOBER 6TH 

 
 

  
Rome, September 29th, 2023 – The Independent Inquiry Commission tasked with 
analysing the results of the static firing test of the Vega-C Zefiro 40 motor, which took 
place on 28 June 2023, will share its findings on Monday 2 October 2023 at 12.30 CEST 
during an online media briefing, preceded by a press release from ESA and Avio S.p.A. 
 
Vega next launch is targeted on Friday, October 6th, 2023 at 10:36 p.m. local time 
(October 7, at 01:36 a.m. UTC), from Europe’s Spaceport in French Guiana. The mission, 
called VV23, will place into sun-synchronous orbit a main satellite THEOS-2, a second 
satellite FORMOSAT-7R/TRITON and ten auxiliary payloads carried on the innovative 
Small Spacecraft Mission Service (SSMS) deployment system. 

 
*** 

 
 
For further information 
 
Investor relations contacts: 
Alessandro.agosti@avio.com 
 
Media Relations contacts: 
francesco.delorenzo@avio.com 
giuseppe.coccon@service.avio.com 
 
Avio is a leading international group engaged in the construction and development of space 
launchers and solid and liquid propulsion systems for space travel. The experience and knowhow 
built up over more than 50 years puts Avio at the cutting edge of the space launcher sector, 
solid, liquid and cryogenic propulsion and tactical propulsion. Avio operates in Italy, France and 
France Guyana with 5 facilities, employing approx. 1,200 highly-qualified personnel, of which 
approx. 30% involved in research and development. Avio is a prime contractor for the Vega 
programme and a sub-contractor for the Ariane programme, both financed by the European 
Space Agency (ESA), placing Italy among the limited number of countries capable of producing 
a complete spacecraft. 
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